
Welcome to our Puriri room class-

mates 

We have a group of 23 brand new     
students joining our class this year and 
am sure they (and yourselves) are 
ready to start the school year off.   

As you are already aware, our Puriri 
class will be lead by two teachers, Mrs 
Steph Kneebone and Ms  Luanne   
Johnston. Mrs Kneebone will be with 
the class Monday– Wednesday and Ms 
Johnston Thursday– Friday.  We have 
already spent plenty of time  planning  
and creating a classroom environment 
program that is consistent, engaging 
and diverse.    

What a beautiful summer it has been. We hope you have all been 
treated to plenty of sun-soaked days, refreshing swims, captivating 
sunsets and a few adventures exploring our incredible backyard.   

Tuesday 5th February 



What will the first few weeks look like? 
As you are already aware, Mrs Kneebone spent the summer         
recovering from a serious injury and will return to class in two 
weeks time. Ms Johnstone and Mrs Finn will be leading the class-
room program for those two weeks, with all three teachers               
communicating and ensuring our class is a consistent and stable   
environment for our children. 

In room Puriri, we start the day off with a walk around our school 
environment, where we notice, wonder and question what surrounds 
us. As our classroom name is now Puriri, we are going to learn about 
the Puriri tree and it’s habitat, lifecycle, traditional uses and      
anything else the children want to explore. We can tell that this 
bunch loves the outdoors and we’ll be embracing any opportunity 
that allows us to explore more of it.  

We’ll also be spending lots of time setting routines and               
expectations for the year. Children thrive when they know what is 
expected and can predict the next part of their day. Routines and 
expectations play a big role in their continued journey of             

Term 1 Dates 
6th Feb– Waitangi Day ( no 
school) 

15th – Whole School       
Assembly 

1st March– Whole School 
Assembly 

4th – Sea Week 

15th – School Swimming 
Sports 

29th – Whole School       
Assembly 

Just a few things to note   
 Our school newsletter is released every week. Please read these      

thoroughly as the hold important informant and let you know of any new 
events happening in the weeks to come 

 As we are already planning day trips and camps, please ensure you are 
up to date with your police vetting. We would hate for any parent to 
miss out on attending our trips for this reason. 

 Please ensure your child has their togs everyday, even if it is raining in 
the morning. We never miss a day swimming. 

 If nits, flus, viruses or any other type of illness has affected your 
child, please let us know asap. We make an effort at school to ensure 
our children keep themselves and others safe and appreciate you     

We can’t wait for the year ahead and to see our young 
children continue to thrive. If you have any thoughts 
you would like to share or questions to ask, please do 
not hesitate to contact us. We have an open door poli-
cy and are easily contactable via email. Enjoy these 
summer days in our beautiful Tairua.  

Your Puriri Teachers– Steph Kneebone and Luanne 
Johnston 

stephanie@tairua.school.nz     luannej@tairua.school.nz 


